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Background 
 

While some local governments have developed human rights policies for more than two decades, 

in recent years, local governments are increasingly taking a prominent role in the promotion and 

protection of human rights. Bridging the population needs and aspirations to the first level of public 

action, local authorities are not only leading transformative ways of implementing human rights 

policy, but also tackling global challenges such as the housing crisis. 

Last year witnessed a relaunch of local governments’ commitment to human rights through various 

initiatives – the Vienna 25+ Conference; the World Human Rights Cities Forum of Gwangju; the 

Cities for Rights Conference of Barcelona, and the celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  

The population expectations are high for the State to protect and realize their human rights and 

local governments are at the forefront of this demand. Yet, local governments face many 

challenges in playing their crucial role to address increasing population, urbanization, economic 

and social inequalities, and political rhetoric against targeted groups.  

In the past years, the Office of the high Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and human 

rights mechanisms have increasingly engaged with local governments through local and 

international initiatives, acknowledging the prominent role of these entities to protect and promote 

human rights. For instance, in 2017, the Special Rapporteur on the right to housing, Leilani Farha, 

in partnership with OHCHR and UCLG launched the SHIFT to reclaim housing as a human right 

and not a commodity, an initiative that has already been joined by 40 cities globally. It is an 

opportune moment to increase the cooperation among local authorities and with the human rights 

system. That is why, OHCHR, with the close support of UCLG’s Committee on Social Inclusion, 

Participatory Democracy and Human Rights, is organizing the first UN meeting of “local 

governments for human rights”.  

 
 

Objectives 
 

The meeting’s primary objectives will be to:  

 

 Recognize, highlight and publicize the work of local governments on the promotion and 

protection of human rights;  

 Gather good practices and initiatives and share challenges; and 

 Engage all partners in a dialogue to increase collaboration and partnership between 

OHCHR, cities and local governments from the realization of human rights at national and 

international level.  
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Agenda 
 
8:45 - 9:00 Welcome 
 
9:00 - 9:30 Opening statements  

 Ms. Kate Gilmore, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 Ms. Emilia Saiz, Secretary General of UCLG (video-message) 

 Mr. Lee Yong-seop, Mayor of Gwangju, Republic of Korea and Co-president of the 
Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights Committee (UCLG) 

 Mr. Patrick Braouezec, President of Plaine Commune, Grand Paris, France and Co-
president of the Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights 
Committee (UCLG) 

 
 
9:30 - 10:10 Keynote speeches on “Human rights cities: challenges and opportunities”  

 Ms. Linda Voortman, Deputy Mayor, Utrecht 

 Ms. Shams Assadi, Human Rights Commissioner, Vienna 

 Ms. Aida Guillen, Human Rights Director, Barcelona 
 

Remarks on local democracy and human rights 

 Mr. Patrick Klugman, Deputy Mayor for international relations, Paris 
 
 
10:10 - 11:00 Thematic dialogues: Chair and moderation: Kate Gilmore, Deputy High Commissioner for 

Human Rights 

Format: For each segments, a number of local governments will present short key 

messages relating to the topic of the dialogue. The floor will then be open for an 

interactive discussion.  

 Dialogue A: Local governments as promotors and protectors of social and economic 
rights: Housing, informality, access to basic public services and public space 

 

 Ms. Leilani Farha, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing 

 Mr. Job Théophile Kwapnang, Mayor of Douala 3 

 Mr. Ernesto Beltrame, Legal Service Director, Montevideo 

 Ms. Claudia Barri Rosas, Secretariat for Human Rights, Mexico City 

 Mr. Basanta Acharya, Secretary of Legislative committee, Kathmandu 

 

 

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee/tea Break (offered by the City of Geneva) 
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11:15 - 13:15  Thematic dialogues (continuation) 

 
Dialogue B: Inequality, social and economic rights of groups in situation of vulnerability: 
Migrants, refugees, minorities and others 

 Ms. Faida, Mayor of Jember 

 Ms. Michelle Maziar, Director, Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, Atlanta 

 Mr. Abdoulaye Thimbo, Mayor of Pikine, Senegal 
 

Dialogue C: Guaranteeing the Right to the City for all: rights to participation, freedom of 
expression and culture 
 
Moderation: Ms. Peggy Hicks, Director, Thematic Engagement, Special Procedures and 

Right to Development Division 

 

 Mr. Luca Bergamo, Vice Mayor in charge of cultural development, Rome 

 Ms. Ts. Baigalmaa, Municipal Counsellor, Ulaanbataar 

 Mr. L. Fadhel Moussa, Mayor of Ariana 

 Mr. Rémy Pagani, Administrative Counsellor, Geneva 
 
 
13:15 – 14:15 Lunch break / Local Governments networking light lunch  
 
 
14:15 – 15:15 Strengthening dialogue and partnership between local governments and the UN human 

rights system (Jyoti Sanghera, Chief, Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues 
Section) 
 
Guiding question: How can local governments, UCLG, the Human Rights Cities Movement 
and the UN Human Rights system work more efficiently together for the protection and 
the promotion of human rights? 

 
Summary of the proposals of the Gwangju Experts Group on potential areas of 

collaboration between local governments and UN human rights system (Bahram Ghazi, 

ESCR, cities and local Governments, OHCHR) 

Short comments by the Gwangju Expert Group:  

 Ms. Gabriella Frederiksson, Raoul Wallenberg Institute 

 Ms. Eva Garcia Chueca, CIDOB 

 Ms. Frédérique Hanotier, Director, Human Rights Cities Network 

 Mr. Joshua Cooper, Co-Chair, US Human Rights City Alliance Steering Committee 

 Mr. Anselmo Lee, Senior Adviser to ADA / Planning Committee  WHRCF 

 Mr. Alvaro Puertas, General Secretary, HIC 

                               Comments and open discussion  
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15:15 – 15:30 Wrap up and next steps (Jyoti Sanghera, Chief, Human Rights and Economic and Social 

Issues Section) 
 
16:30  UCLG-CISDP and Local Governments meeting hosted by the City of Geneva (Palais Eynard) 
 
 

Note: the meeting will be webcasted to a limited number of persons that cannot attend the meeting in 

person.  


